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3. The concept of a phraseological system 
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)B8 ;4ASF<S 
Phraseology is a branch of linguistics that studies stable combinations in a language. 

Phraseology is also called a set of stable combinations in the language as a whole, in the 

language of a writer, in the language of a particular work of fiction, etc. 

Phraseology emerged relatively recently as an independent linguistic discipline. The 

subject and tasks, scope and methods of studying phraseology have not yet been clearly defined, 

and therefore have not received full coverage. Less than others, questions have been developed 

about the main features of phraseological units in comparison with free phrases, about the 

classification of phraseological units and their relationship to parts of speech, etc. Linguists have 

not formed a single opinion about what phraseology is, therefore, there is no unity of views on 

the composition of these units in the language. Some researchers include stable combinations in 

phraseology, others - only certain groups. Thus, some linguists do not include proverbs, sayings 

and winged words in the category of phraseological units, believing that they differ in their 

semantics and syntactic structure from phraseological units. V.V. Vinogradov claimed: 

"Proverbs and sayings have a sentence structure and are not semantic equivalents of words"& 
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1. Introducing the topic of the lesson 

Good day, students. Today we are going to talk about phonetic and graphic expressive 

means and stylistic devices. During the lesson, we discuss the following issues: 

 General considerations about the theme of the lesson; 

  Instrumentation means: alliteration, assonance, onomatopoeia, tone; 

 Versification means: rhyme, rhythm; 

 Graphic means: punctuation, orthography, type, text segmentation; 

 Practical assignment. 

Before we start, I offer you a small written test on the topic of the lesson. 10 minutes are 

allocated for passing the test. Good luck! (students are writing the test). 

2. Major part 

So, please answer the following questions: 

1) What is the theory of sound symbolism based on? 

Suggested students’ answers:  
The theory of sound symbolism is based on the assumption that separate sounds due to 

their articulatory and acoustic properties may awake certain ideas, perceptions, feelings, images, 

vague though they might be). 

2) What is called an instrumentation and what elements does it include? 

Suggested students’ answers:  



Instrumentation is the art of selecting and combining sounds in order to make utterances 

expressive and melodic. Instrumentation unites three basic stylistic devices: alliteration, 

assonance and onomatopoeia). 

3) Give a brief characteristics of alliteration, assonance and onomatopoeia. 

Suggested students’ answers: 
Alliteration is a stylistically motivated repetition of consonants. The repeated sound is 

often met at the beginning of words: Peter Piper picked a peck of pickled pepper. Alliteration is 

often used in children's rhymes, because it emphasizes rhythm and makes memorizing easier. 

The same effect is employed in advertising, so that slogans will stick in people's minds: Snap, 

crackle and pop. Alliteration is used much more in poetry than in prose. It is also used in 

proverbs and sayings, set expressions, football chants, and advertising jingles. 

Assonance is a stylistically motivated repetition of stressed vowels. The repeated sounds 

stand close together to create a euphonious effect and rhyme: The rain in Spain falls mainly on 

the plain. We love to spoon beneath the moon in June. Just like alliteration, assonance makes 

texts easy to memorize. It is also popular in advertising for the same reason. Assonance is 

seldom met as an independent stylistic device. It is usually combined with alliteration, rhyming, 

and other devices. 

Onomatopoeia is a combination of sounds which imitate natural sounds: wind wailing, 

sea murmuring, rustling of leaves, bursts of thunder, etc. Words which represent this figure of 

speech have aural similarity with the things they describe: buzz = 6C660BL, hiss = H8?5BL, 
cuckoo = :C:>20BL. Animal calls and sounds of insects are evoked onomatopoeically in all 
languages. 

Teacher: Thanks for the answers, now let's put the theory into practice.  

So, practical assignments 1: Identify examples of alliteration in the following. 

• Jack and Jill went up the hill  

• Mary had a little Iamb  

• Pick up a Penguin! 

• The rising world of waters dark and deep.  

• We9ll croon in tune, beneath the moon. 
Keys:  

Jack and Jill went up the hill  3 The alliteration is in the initial letters 'J'. It also occurs in 

the repetition of '3ill'. 
Mary had a little lamb 3 The alliteration is in the repeated 'l'. 

Pick up a Penguin! 3 The alliteration is in the repeated letter 'p'. 

The rising world of waters dark and deep  3 The alliteration is in the repeated letters 'w' 

and 'd'. 

We'll croon in tune, beneath the moon 3 No alliteration here. The repetition of the 'oo' 

sound is assonance. 

His soul swooned slowly as he heard the snow falling faintly through the universe 

and faintly falling, like the descent of their last end, upon all the living and the dead. 3 There is a 

lot of alliteration [and assonance] here. 

Practical assignment 2: Pick out examples of assonance in the following. 

 Pick up a Penguin  

 Beanz meanz Heinz  

 Find a bin to put it in. 

 Abracadabra! The magic spell is upon you! 

 What a wonderful bird is the pelican. Its beak can hold more than its belly can.  

 When the red, red robinComes bob, bob bobbin9 along. 

Keys:  

 Pick up a Penguin 3 There is no assonance here. The effect is created by alliteration of 

the 'p'. 

 Beanz meanz Heinz 3 There is assonance of the /ea/ sound in the first two words. 



 Find a bin to put it in. 3 There is assonance of the short vowel sound in 'bin' 'it' and 'in'. 

 Abracadabra! The magic spell is upon you! 3The single word 'Abracadabra' has an 

assonantal effect. This is because the vowel /ae/ is repeated five times. 

 What a wonderful bird is the pelican. Its beak can hold more than its belly can. 3 There is 

no assonance here. The vowel sounds are not repeated in a sequence. Instead, we have an 

extreme example of triple rhyme. 

 When the red, red robin Comes bob, bob bobbin' along. 3 There is assonance in the 

medial vowel in 'red', which is repeated. Also in the repetition of the medial /o/ in 'bob' 

and 'bobbin'. 

Practical assignment 3: Pick out examples of onomatopoeia in the following 

statements. 

The bees were buzzing around the hive.  

Sue whispered the secret to her friend.  

<Splish! Splash! I was taking a bath.= 
<By the end of the race he was gasping for breath. 

The chaffinch and the cuckoo are common birds in Britain. 

The susurration of her dress alerted us to her arrival. 

Keys: 

 

The bees were buzzing around the hive. The term buzzing is onomatopoeic here. 

It sounds like the thing it describes. 

Sue whispered the secret to her friend. The term whispered is onomatopoeic 

here. It sounds like someone speaking 

very quietly. 

"Splish! Splash! I was taking a bath." The terms Splish and Splash are both 

onomatopoeic here.  

By the end of the race he was gasping for 

breath. 

The term gasping is onomatopoeic here. 

Saying the word sounds like being out of 

breath. 

The chaffinch and the cuckoo are common 

birds in Britain. 

The term cuckoo is genuinely 

onomatopoeic here. The bird is named 

after the sound it makes. 

The susurration of her dress alerted us to 

her arrival. 

The term susurration is onomatopoeic 

here. You probably guessed it - but what 

does the word mean? 

Teacher: Next we are going to talk about versification means and graphic means 

(punctuation, orthography, type, text segmentation). 

1) What is called versification? 

Suggested students’ answers:  
Versification is the art of writing verses. It is the imaginative expression of emotion, 

thought, or narrative, mostly in metrical form and often using figurative language. 

2) What are the main concepts of versification? Give characteristic of each concept. 

  Suggested students’ answers:  
The main concepts of versification are rhyme and rhythm. Rhyme is the accord of 

syllables in words: fact 3 attract, mood 3 good; news 3 refuse. Rhyming words are generally 

placed at a regular distance from each other. In verse they are usually placed at the end of the 

corresponding lines. Identity and particularly similarity of sound combinations may be relative. 

Rhythm exists in all spheres of human activity and assumes multifarious forms. It is a 

mighty weapon in stirring up emotions what-ever its nature or origin, whether it is musical, 

mechanical, or symmetrical, as in architecture. Rhythm, therefore, is the main factor which 

brings order into the utterance. Rhythm is a recurring stress pattern in poetry. It is an even 

alternation of stressed and unstressed syllables. 



3) What do you know about full rhymes and incomplete rhymes?  

Suggested students’ answers: 
The full rhyme presupposes identity of the vowel sound and the following consonant 

sounds in a stressed syllable, as in might, right; needless, heedless. When there is identity of the 

stressed syllable, including the initial consonant of the second syllable (in polysyllabic words), 

we have exact or identical rhymes.  

Incomplete rhymes present a greater variety. They can be divided into two main groups: 

v>wel rhymes and consonant rhymes. In vowel rhymes the vowels of the syllables in 
corresponding words are identical, but the consonants may be different, as in flesh4fresh4
press. Consonant rhymes, on the contrary, show concordance in consonants and disparity in 

vowels, as in worth4forth; tale4tool4treble4trouble; flung4long. 

4) What kinds of stanzas do you know? 

Suggested students’ answers: 
 couplets4when the last words of two successive lines are rhymed. This is 

commonly marked aa. 

 triple rhymes4aaa 

 cross rhymes4abab 

 framing or ring rhymes4abba. 

5) What is called a graphon? 

Suggested students’ answers: 
It is an intentional violation of the graphical shape of a word (or word combination) used 

to reflect its authentic pronunciation. 

6) What is it used for  

o the full stop,  

o a comma,  

o brackets,  

o a dash,  

o an exclamation mark,  

o an interrogative mark,  

o a hyphen,  

o a colon, 

o a semicolon, 

o an apostrophe, 

o capital letters, 

o a paragraph, 

o chapters and sections, 

o a heading. 

Suggested students’ answers (one-by-one): 

The full stop signals the end of a declarative sentence. It indicates a strong pause. It is 

used most commonly at the end of a complete sentence. Besides that, it may be used as an 

instrument for dividing a text or a sentence into very small segments to underline the dynamic 

character of events or to create a stylistic device of parceling. 

The comma is used to show a slight pause in a sentence. It helps to clarify the sense of 

statements and to prevent ambiguity. It separates the items in lists: The box contained a book, 

some pencils, and a knife. The comma also separates two clauses when the first is not closely 

associated with the second: She is a famous singer, whilst her husband remains unknown. It 

introduces a pause where the eye might otherwise continue and mistake the sense of what is 

written: In the valley below, the villages looked small.  

Brackets are used to insert a word or a phrase into a sentence (Most of the suspects 

(seven in all) were questioned by the police). The words inserted between brackets are usually an 

explanation or an illustration.  



The dash is used to indicate a sudden change of thought, an additional comment, or a 

dramatic qualification: That was the end of the matter 3 or so we thought. Dashes can also be 

used to insert a comment or a list of things: Everything 3 furniture, paintings, and books 3 
survived the fire. 

The exclamation mark indicates surprise, gladness, irritation, despair, indignation, 

anger, alarm and other feelings and emotions: The ship is sinking! Jump in the lifeboat! When 

the exclamation mark is put at the end of a sentence, the nature of which is not exclamatory, it 

may express the speaker9s irony, sorrow, nostalgia and other shades of modality. Exclamation 
marks should be used with restraint. The more frequently they occur, the weaker becomes their 

effect. 

The interrogative mark is used to show that a question has been raised: Why is that 

woman staring at us? 

The hyphen is a short dash which connects words or parts of words. Hyphens form 

derivatives and compounds: re-enter, co-operate, multi-story, son-in-law, president-elect.  

The colon is used to introduce a strong pause within a sentence. It may anticipate a list of 

things: The car has a number of optional extras: sun roof, tinted windows, rear seat belts, and 

electrically operated wing mirrors. The colon separates two clauses which could stand alone as 

separate sentences, but which are linked by some relationship in meaning: My brother likes 

oranges: My sister hates them. 

The semicolon is half way between a comma and a colon. It marks a pause which is 

longer than a comma, but not as long as a colon. Semicolons are used between clauses which 

could stand alone, but which are closely related and have some logical connection. They 

punctuate lists of things in continuous prose writing. Neither of us spoke; we merely waited to 

see what would happen. Semicolons help to avoid ambiguity in sentences composed of phrases 

of different length and a mixed content. 

The apostrophe is a raised comma. It is used to show possession (my mother's house, 

anybody's guess) and to punctuate contractions (There's nobody here. Where's Freddy? Don't 

fence me in). 

Capital letters are stylistically used to show the importance of particular words. they are 

always used for proper nouns, at the start of sentences, and for places and events of a public 

nature. 

A paragraph is a group of sentences which deal with one topic and express a more or 

less completed idea or thought. The sentences in paragraphs are related to each other to produce 

an effect of unity. 

Chapters and sections are major text segments. They may be compared with fragments 

of mosaic, which form the whole picture when put together. 

A heading is the name of a text or its segment. It tends to disclose the plot of narration. It 

should be garish and catching in order to attract the potential reader's attraction. 

Teacher: Thanks for the discussion, now let's get back to practice again.  

Assignment 1. Define whether the graphons show the speaker's physical peculiarities 

(physical defect of speech, excitement, intoxication, carelessness), or social, territorial, and 

educational status: 

1. A Frenchman stopped a newsboy in New York City to make some inquiries of his 

whereabouts. <Mon fren, what is ze name of zis street?= 3<Well, who said 8twant9?= 3 <What 

you call him, zis street?= 3 <Of course we do!= 3 <Pardonnez! I have not the name vat you call 

him.= 3 <Yes, Watts we call it.= 3 <How you call ze name of zis street?= 3 <Watts street, I told 

yer.= 3<Zis street.= 3 <Watts street, old feller, and don9t you go to make game o9 me. 3 <Sacre! I 

ask you one, two, tree several times oftin, vill you tell me ze name of ze street-eh?= 3 <Watts 

street, I tole yer. Wer drunk, ain9t yer?= 2. <It9s lonesome enough fur to live in the mount9ins 

when a man and a woman keers fur one another. But when she9s a-spittin9 like a wildcat or a-

sullenin9 like a hoot-owl in the cabin, a man ain9t got no call to live with her.= (O9Henry) 3. <The 

b-b-b-b-bas-tud-he seen me c-c-c-c-com-ing.= (R. P. Warren) 4. <Wall,= replide I, <in regard to 



perlittercal ellerfunts i don9t know as how but what they is as good as enny other kind of 

ellerfunts. But i maik bold to say thay is all a ornery set and unpleasant to hav round. They air 

powerful hevy eaters and take up a right smart chans of room.= (Artemus Ward) 5. <MISS 

JEMIMA!= exclaimed Miss Pinkerton, in the largest capitals. (W. Thakeray) 6. A producer 

recently imported an alien star. <She9s a nize goil,= he announced, <and I9m gonna loin her 

English.= 7. <Hey,= he said <is it a goddamn cardroom= or a latrine? Attensh 3 HUT! Da-ress 

right! DHRESS!= (J. Jones) 8. (Schoolboy) “Gam, I ain9t done it.= - (Teacher) <Tommy, 

Tommy, where is your grammar?= 3 <She9s a tome in bed, teacher, with the noomonier.= 
Keys: 

1 territorial,. A Frenchman stopped a newsboy in New York City to make some 

inquiries of his whereabouts. "Mon fren, what is ze name of zis street?" -"Well, who said 

'twant'?" - "What you call him, zis street?" - "Of course we do!" - "Pardonnez! I have not the 

name vat you call him." - "Yes, Watts we call it." - "How you call ze name of zis street?" - 

"Watts street, I told yer." -""Zis street." - "Watts street, old feller, and don't you go to make 

game o' me. 4 "Sacre! I ask you one, two, tree several times oftin, vill you tell me ze name 

of ze street-eh?" - "Watts street, I tole yer. Wer drunk, ain't yer?"  

2. status "It's lonesome enough fur(for) to live in the mount'ins when a man and a 

woman keers fur one another. But when she's a-spittin' like a wildcat or a-sullenin' like a hoot-

owl in the cabin, a man ain't got no call to live with her." (O'Henry)  

3. physical defect of speech. "The b-b-b-b-bas-tud-he seen me c-c-c-c-com-ing." (R. P. 

Warren)  

4. intoxication "Wall," replide I, "in regard to perlittercal ellerfunts і don't know as 

how but what they is as good as enny other kind of ellerfunts. But і maik bold to say thay is all 

a ornery set and unpleasant to hav round. They air powerful hevy eaters and take up a right 

smart chans of room." (Artemus Ward)  

5. excitement 'MISS JEMIMA!' exclaimed Miss Pinkerton, in the largest capitals. (W. 

Thakeray)  

6. social status A producer recently imported an alien star. "She's a nize goil," he 

announced, "and I'm gonna loin her English."  

7. educational status "Hey," he said "is it a goddamn cardroom" or a latrine? Attensh - - 

HUT! Da-ress right! DHRESS!" (J. Jones) ЭB> ?@>:;OBK9 :0@B>G=0O :><=0B0" 8;8 >BE>655 
<5AB>?  

8. carelessness {Schoolboy) "Garn, I ain't done it." - (Teacher) "Tommy, Tommy, where 

is your grammar?" - "She's a tome in bed, teacher, with the noomonier." 

Assignment 2. Define the type of rhyme (couplets/ triple/ cross rhyme/ framing) and 

instrumentation means: 

Swiftly, swiftly flew the ship,  

Yet she sailed softly too;  

Sweetly, sweetly blew the breeze 3  
On me alone it blew. (Coleridge) 

Close to the sun in lonely lands, 

Ring9d with the azure world, he stands. (Tennyson) 

His wife was a Wave; he waved at a Wac.  

The Wac was in front, but his wife was in black.  

Instead of a wave from the Wac, it is said, 

What he got was a whack from the Wave he had wed. 

I saw thee weep - the big bright tear  

Came o9er that eye of blue; 

And then methought it did appear  

A violet dropping dew. (Byron) 

But any man that walks the mead,  

In bud, or blade, or bloom, may find,  



According as his humours lead, 

A meaning suited to his mind. (Tennyson) 

Softly sweet, in Lydian measures 

Soon he soothed his soul to pleasures. (Dryden) 

I bring fresh showers for the thirsting flowers,  

From the seas and the streams; 

I bear light shade for the leaves when laid  

In their noonday dreams. (Shelly) 

O that those lips had language! Life has passed  

With me but roughly since I heard thee last. (Cowper) 

Keys:  

1) triple; 

2) couplets; 

3) couplets; 

4) cross rhyme; 

5) cross rhyme; 

6) couplets; 

7) framing; 

8) couplets. 

3. Summing up 

So, our lesson is coming to an end. Were there any difficulties when performing practical 

tasks? I am sure that the purpose of today's lesson has been fully achieved. Thank you for a 

productive discussion. 

Now, your marks are.... 

Have a nice day, see you later!  
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1. Exercise 1, page 52 (b). Orally. Making up the sentences about the ecological problems in our 

country using the prompts. 

2. Exercise 2, page 52  

3 (a). Orally. Answering the questions. 

3 (b). Listening to the recording and choosing the correct answer. Oral check. 

3. Exercise 3, p. 52-53 (b).  

3 Students are given some time to flick through the list of sentences and the article and choose 

the appropriate sentence to complete each gap. 

3 Students read parts of text, including fitted sentences, aloud one by one.  

4. Exercise 4, page 53. Orally. Enumerating advantages and disadvantages of wind power 

according to the text. Answering the questions. 

5. Exercise 1, page 54. Listening to the recording and choosing the correct answer. Oral check. 

6. Exercise 2, page 54  

3 (a). Relating the headlines to the environmental problems.  

3 (b). Orally. Answering the questions. Discussion. 

7. Exercise 3, page 54.  

3 Students are given some time to match the problems to their effects and solutions. 

3 In pairs students make up short dialogs based on this information and present them to the 

group. 

III. �B@4LA99 ;484A<9:  
3 Student9s book: Ex. 3, p. 52-53 (c).  

3 Workbook: Ex. 1-4, p. 22-23. 
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