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1. Complete the sentences with the correct form of the words in the box. There are two 

extra words which you do not need to use. 

 

 

1 The book had a few pages 

deliver  fault  cater  replace  cook 



missing, so I took it back to the bookshop and asked for a __________ . 

2 Can you recommend a good __________ to me? I9m organising a garden party and I9m going 
to need refreshments for about twenty people. 

3 I complained to the shop manager because I was unhappy about the late __________ of the 
product I9d ordered. 
2. Choose the correct words to complete the sentences. 

1 I went into the debt / red last month and the bank charged me an extra fee for the overdraft.  

2 I was very pleased with my online purchase so I gave / spoke the shop my positive feedback. 

3 Unfortunately, there aren9t any guitars in this shop within / under my price range. 

4 The interest levels / rates on bank loans are so high now that it doesn9t make sense to get one. 
3. Complete the sentences with the correct words. 

1 I9m sick and __________ of lending you money every time you have financial problems! 
2 Don9t underestimate John9s tennis skills. I think he9s a formidable __________ and it9ll be 
difficult to beat him. 

3 It9s common __________ in many families nowadays to order takeaway food for dinner. 
4. Complete the text with the correct words. 

The people in the picture look very excited about their shopping trip. It looks (1)__________ 
they really enjoy spending a lot of money and I wouldn9t be surprised (2)__________ they were 
compulsive shoppers. 

(3)__________ my mind, people need to be careful about their spending. 
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Sustainable development? 

Kai Kensavaong will never again walk along the muddy lanes of Sop On, the village in 

southern Laos where she was born. Her old home now lies at the bottom of a reservoir of brown 

water created to feed a hydroelectric power plant, the first to be funded by the World Bank for 

over twenty years. 8I9ll never forget that place,9 says the 41-year-old villager. 8It was my home. I 
picked my first bamboo stalks there.9 

The World Bank stopped financing hydroelectric dam projects in developing countries 

twenty years ago because of criticism that such projects were harming local communities and the 

environment. But Nam Theun 2 3 a 39-metre high dam on the Mekong River that generates over 

1,000 megawatts of electricity 3 is the showpiece for the bank9s new policy of supporting 
sustainable hydropower projects. For Laos it is part of a longer-term strategy to revitalise the 

economy and become the battery of South-East Asia. 

The bank says that lessons have been learnt from the projects of the sixties and seventies 

when people were forced to resettle and whole areas of forest or agricultural land were flooded. 

When it comes to clean sources of energy, the bank thinks hydropower is the pick of the bunch, 

offering the best solution in a world where 1.5 billion people have no access to electricity. 

In 2010 the dam brought $5.6 million in sales of electricity and it is estimated that during 

the next 25 years Nam Theun2 will generate around $2 billion in revenue to Laos, one of Asia9s 
poorest countries, since most of the electricity will be exported to its power-hungry neighbour, 

Thailand. The government has promised that this money will be spent on reducing poverty and 

both renewing and improving the country9s infrastructure. 



Seventeen villages in the flooded area have now been rebuilt and the 6,200 people 3 

mostly farmers 3 who lived in them have been retrained to make a living from the reservoir. 

The power company has promised to double their living standards within five years. 

According to the World Bank, 87 per cent of those resettled believe life is much better than 

before as they now have electricity, sanitation, clean water, new roads and greater access to 

schools and health care. 

8In the old village things just weren9t convenient,9 said Tiea, 25, one of the relocated 
villagers. 8It wasn9t a pretty place, the houses weren9t very nice and we didn9t have power. In the 
new village we have electricity, we can see better.9 

But the old criticisms have not gone away. Environmental and human rights groups warn 

that the dam will have a negative impact on water quality and fish and that the local people who 

were relocated after the area was flooded may not be able to support themselves economically in 

future. 

8People are happy with these new amenities, but the real problem is how to restore 
sustainable livelihoods for communities who used to rely on the natural resources 3 forests, fish 

and grazing lands for their animals 3 now that they9ve lost these,9 says Ikuko Matsumoto, 
programme director for the environmental group, International Rivers. 

As well as the 6,200 villagers already rehoused, activists also point out that there are over 

110,000 people in riverside villages downstream from the dam whose lives will have to change 

because of the new river ecosystem. They claim  that these people will have to deal with issues 

like flooding, decline of the fish population and poor water quality. How quickly they will pick 

up new skills is uncertain. 

But the World Bank says it is responsive to these problems. A 4,100-square kilometre 

protected area has been established around the dam to safeguard flora and fauna. It admits 

though that rebuilding the lives of the villagers is not a short-term process and everyone is trying 

to learn and readjust as they go along. 

 

Staycations 

You probably don9t like the term 8staycation9. Me neither. But you mustn9t be put off. As 
a concept, it is quite attractive. Perhaps you9ve already had one, but weren9t aware that9s what it 
was called. Staycations don9t just mean staying in doing things around the house or just relaxing 
at home. They involve getting out more by taking day trips from your home to see local sights. If 

you don9t want to stay at home, you can holiday locally 3 for example, camping at a local 

campsite. 

Staycations originally became popular after the financial crisis of 2008, when people 

were looking for ways to cut back on their spending. Apart from the savings, let9s not ignore the 
other benefits: you don9t have any of the problems associated with travel, such as packing, long 
drives, delays at airports and so on; and you bring money to the local economy, by eating out, for 

example. The only people who hope this kind of holiday won9t catch on are the holiday 
companies themselves. 

Some staycationers who base themselves at home like to follow a set of rules, such as 

setting a start and end date, planning their activities ahead of time and avoiding routine. You 

don9t have to do these things, but it helps to create the feel of a traditional vacation. Others, 
aware that an extra barbecue and a visit to the local zoo may not match the thrill of foreign 

travel, take it a step further. A recent example was Karen Ash, whose story appeared in the Wall 

Street Journal. 



A resident of New York, Karen Ash decided not to go to Japan, as she had originally 

planned, but instead took a weeklong Japanese vacation in her own city. This included buying 

postcards and souvenirs at a Japanese market, admiring bonsai plants, eating ramen (and even 

speaking Japanese when ordering), all without leaving New York. Her itinerary also involved 

joining in at a traditional Japanese tea ceremony, attending a taiko drumming concert and 

watching Japanese soap operas on DVD. I don9t think many people would want to take this 
much trouble to create their staycation, but you get the idea!  

"J9ABKAO9 ED98EF64 8?S CDB@9:GFBKAB= 4FF9EF4J<< (;4K9F) 
«Music in the Streets» 
As you go home after a hard day9s work, and you get off the metro train, you sometimes 

have to walk a long way to the exit or to change trains. Suddenly in the noise, some music is 
heard. Those are street musicians. You take out a coin from your pocket and throw it into their 
hat or instrument case. These musicians bring color and life to the city streets. Street musicians 
are aged between 17 and 30 years. Some of them are men, some women. They play classical 
music, pop or folk music, old and new songs. Many musicians are former university students or 
professional musicians. 

Andrew Hain, for example, was once a music student, but he gave up music and became 
a painter. Now he plays in the underground because he doesn9t want to forget how to play. His 
girlfriend is a painter, too. She helps him to collect the money. Another street musician, David 
MacNell, tells new players: 

<Learn new songs all the time, or else you9ll have fewer and fewer listeners. Wear 
bright clothes to attract attention. Make sure that the places where you choose to play are warm. 
The best places are bridges and certainly the underground.= 

On Sundays, Hyde Park is the best place, as the speakers here address the people. The 
street musicians are doing their business with the many tourists who visit the park. The weather 
is one of the worst problems. It is not so easy to play the violin or the guitar on a rainy 
November day in London and try to smile. 

A much worse problem is the police. From time to time, they come, and the musicians 
are moved to a different place. True, they are not often fined. One musician told me: 

<The policeman asked me what I was doing. I said I was just practising. Some money 
just fell out of my pocket into the guitar case, and I was told to leave my place. I think it9s not 
fair. People love street music. It makes the city more attractive.= 

Tasks 

Exercise 1. Read the text «Music in the Streets» again and complete the sentences 
according to the text. 

1.Street musicians are 
a) men b) women c) men and women 
2. According to the text, street musicians 
a) bring color and life to city streets. 
b) make more noise in the streets. 
c) make traffic more difficult 
3. Street musicians play 
a) old songs b) new songs. c) old and new songs. 
4. Andrew Hain plays in the streets because he 
a) needs money. 
b) does not want to forget how to play. 
c) wants to become famous. 
5. The worst problem for the musicians is 
a) weather b) the police c) - 
Exercise 2. True or false ( if the sentence is false, correct it) 
1. Street musicians are aged between 17 and 30 years. 



2. Andrew Hain, for example, was once a music professor. 
3. On Mondays, Hyde Park is the best place for street musicians. 
4. The weather is one of the worst problems for street musicians. 
5. Street musicians are very often fined. 
 

Exercise 3. �5@52548B5 ?@54;>65=8S. 
1) �O =5 ?@>G8B0;8 2AR :=83C! 4 �> S 459AB28B5;P=> 1O; >G5=P 70=SB! 
2) �528= A?@>A8; <5=S, @01>B0; ;8 S :>340 ;81> >D8F80=B><. 
3) �>;6=> 1OBP >= C:@0; QB8 45=P38. �5 <>65B 1OBP, GB>1O >= A0< 8E 70@01>B0;. 
4) �>;PH8=AB2> ;R459 =5 >B40RB A515 >BGёB0, (=5 ?>=8<0RB) A:>;P:> 2>4O >=8 

8A?>;P7CRB. 
5) �A;8 1O 2O A>>1I8;8 =0< >1 QB>< 2G5@0, <O 1O 7=0;8 ?@8G8=C. 
6) �@>4025F A?@>A8;, 5ABP ;8 C <5=S G5:, S A:070; 5<C, GB> >AB028; 53> 4><0. 
7) �5 <>65B 1OBP, GB>1O >= A:070; QB>.  
8) / ?>=8<0R > Gё< 3>2>@SB 0:B5@O, => :>340 S ?OB0RAP ?5@52>48BP 70 =8<8, S =8G53> 

=5 ?><=R. 
9) ��� 2=0G0;5 ?>S28;>AP =04 3>@>4><, ?>;5B0;> 2>:@C3 >:>;> 10 <8=CB, 8 70B5< 

8AG57;>. 
10) �@8=5AёHP <=5 <>9 =>2O9 =>CB1C:, GB>1O <O A<>3;8 >B:@OBP QB>B D09;?  

 
 


