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California is "now in a pandemic-induced recession," Gov. Gavin Newsom said Friday in 
an indication that, while official economic bodies have not declared a recession, the state is 
experiencing a serious economic downturn. 

https://www.cnn.com/2020/03/27/politics/gavin-newsom-coronavirus/index.html
https://www.cnn.com/videos/politics/2020/04/14/gavin-newsom-california-reopen-sot-simon-vpx.cnn


The Democrat's assertion comes as the virus and the measures taken to limit its spread 
wreak havoc on the Golden State's economy. Unemployment currently stands at 5.3% there, with 
a whopping 3.1 million people filing claims in just the past four weeks. 
"These are sober and challenging times," Newsom said, adding that "as California goes, so goes 
the nation." 

Despite Newsom's statement, California is not officially in a recession. Most experts do 
predict a massive global economic downturn this year, but a recession is only official after the 
National Bureau of Economic Research declares one has begun -- which typically occurs many 
months after a recession is already underway. 

On Friday, Newsom announced an advisory committee to come up with short, medium 
and long term plans for economic recovery. 

That advisory includes four former governors: Republicans Arnold Schwarzenegger and 
Pete Wilson and Democrats Gray Davis and Jerry Brown. Former presidential candidate Tom 
Steyer will serve as the council chair. 

Newsom has been a visible example of a cautious state response to the virus. He issued a 
stay-at-home order on March 19 for California's nearly 40 million residents that has no set end 
date, and on Monday announced a joint Western States Pact with Oregon Gov. Kate Brown and 
Washington Gov. Jay Inslee, both Democrats. 

The three states will join forces in a plan to begin incremental release of stay-at-home 
orders, with the governors collaborating on their approach to getting back to business "in a safe, 
strategic, responsible way," Newsom said in the announcement. 

While the state now grapples with the economic impacts caused by the virus, California 
has already seen notable success in getting ahead of the pandemic. 

By early April, California had struck a deal for more than 200 million protective masks 
per month, including N95s and surgical masks, Newsom said on MSNBC. 

Citing contracts with a consortium of nonprofits and a California manufacturer, "we're 
confident we can supply the needs of the state of California and potentially the needs of other 
Western states," he added. 

California also worked to both refurbish and procure new ventilators, an effort that later 
benefited other states. The state began sending 500 of its ventilators to hot spots including 
Illinois, New Jersey and New York. 

Though California is still fighting its own Covid-19 battle, and things can change, "we're 
confident that the number of ventilators that we currently have in possession are adequate to the 
task in the very short term," the governor said. 

https://www.cnn.com/2020/04/16/politics/gavin-newsom-coronavirus/index.html
https://www.cnn.com/2020/04/13/politics/states-band-together-reopening-plans/index.html
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The Naked and the Dead (1948) brought Norman Mailer unexpected and unnerving 
acclaim. But he turned his back on his easy success and began a deeper exploration of the 
contemporary consciousness than the technique of his first novel would allow. He has been 
savagely attacked for the "failure" of his later work, as well as for his unorthodox public 
opinions and behaviour. It was over a decade after the publication of his first novel before critics 
began to realize that Mailer's own instincts were surer than those of his reviewers. Structurally, 
The Naked and the Dead is well made. The events of the novel, reinforced by Mailer's ironic 
commentary, illustrate a deterministic view of the war. The war is shown to be irrational, a series 
of almost random accidents, despite the huge, intricate military organizations which nominally 
direct it. It is, in the structural metaphor of the whole novel, like a wave whipped up somewhere 
far offshore, gathering amplitude and direction, crashing upon a beach, receding once again. 
Mailer's soldiers -- even his general -- are like the molecules of water involved. The only fact is 
death, and confronted by the fact, man is naked. Much of Mailer's technique is derived from Dos 
Passos, Steinbeck, Hemingway, and later Fitzgerald -- much, much later. And Thomas Wolfe, of 
course.  
 
2. �@>0=0;878@C9B5 A;>2>A>G5B0=8O 2 A;54CNI8E ?@54;>65=8OE 8 >?@545;8B5, 2 
:0:8E A;CG0OE :0;L:8@>20=85 =565;0B5;L=>, B0: :0: A>7405B "?5@52>487<K", E>BO 2 
?@8=F8?5 ?5@5405B A<KA; 8AE>4=KE 548=8F. �5@52548B5 B5:AB.  

For a while the hobbits continued to talk and think of the past journey and of the perils 
that lay ahead; but such was the virtue of the land of Rivendell that soon all fear and anxiety was 
lifted from their minds. The future, good or ill, was not forgotten, but ceased to have any power 
over the present. Health and hope grew strong in them, and they were content with each good 
day as it came, taking pleasure in every meal, and in every word and song.  

So the days slipped away, as each morning dawned bright and fair, each evening 
followed cool and clear. But autumn was waning fast; slowly the golden light faded to pale 
silver, and the lingering leaves fell from the naked trees. A wind began to blow chill from the 
Misty Mountains to the east. The Hunter's Moon waxed round in the night sky, and put to flight 
all the lesser stars. But low in the South one star shone red. Every night, as the Moon waned 
again, it shone brighter and brighter. Frodo could see it from his window, deep in the heavens, 
burning like a watchful eye that glared above the trees on the brink of the valley.  
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Tuition burden falls by a third 

By Dennis Cauchon, USA TODAY 

 

What students pay on average for tuition at public universities has fallen by nearly one-

third since 1998, thanks to new federal tax breaks and a massive increase in state and federal 

grants to most students and their families.  

Contrary to the widespread perception that tuition is soaring out of control, a USA 
TODAY analysis found that what students actually pay in tuition and fees 4 rather than the 
published tuition price 4 has declined for a vast majority of students attending four-year public 
universities. In fact, today's students have enjoyed the greatest improvement in college 
affordability since the GI bill provided benefits for returning World War II veterans.  

What made the difference: a $22 billion annual increase in grants and tax breaks since 
1998.  

That 80% jump in financial aid 4 targeting middle-class families earning $40,000 to 
$100,000 a year 4 has more than offset dramatic increases in tuition prices.  

"College still takes a big chunk out of most families' income. But the average student is 
much better off today than headlines would have you believe," says Sandy Baum, an economist 
who co-authors an annual report on college costs for the College Board, which oversees college 
entrance exams.  

USA TODAY analyzed what students paid for tuition and fees after grants, discounts, tax 
credits and deductions. Other studies focus on the listed price of tuition. But listed college tuition 
is like the sticker price on a new car: Few people actually pay it. In 2003, students paid an 
average of just 27% of the official tuition price at four-year public universities when grants and 
tax breaks are counted. Students at private universities paid an average of 57%. 

The USA TODAY analysis used figures from the College Board, the federal Office of 
Management and Budget and the Internal Revenue Service. All numbers were adjusted for 
inflation. The bottom line: 

• Average tuition paid at public universities fell 32% from $1,636 in the 1997-98 academic 
year to $1,115 in 2002-03. During that time, the published tuition price rose 18% to an average 
of $4,202. About three-fourths of the nation's 12 million college students attend public 
institutions.  

• Total costs for tuition and room and board were flat at $6,794 at public schools from 
1998 to 2003.  

• Average tuition paid at private universities rose 7% over five years to an average of 
$10,684 in 2003, less than the 20% increase in published tuition prices.  

Congress has approved eight tax breaks for college education since 1997. Last year, these 
tax benefits saved families more than $7 billion. Key benefits:  

• 6.5 million families got tuition tax credits that reduced taxes an average of $1,350 per 
return. 

• 3.5 million received a tuition tax deduction that saved an average of $325 in income 
taxes.  

The most affluent taxpayers 4 1.5% of returns are for incomes above $200,000 4 do not 
qualify for tax breaks, but many benefited from big increases in grants that reward academic 



performance. Schools have increased merit aid to recruit the best students, who tend to be 
affluent. And since 1993, 14 states have started merit-based scholarships to reward students who 
achieve good grades in high school. 

The poor have benefited from increases in federal Pell grants from $6 billion to $12 billion 
since 1998.  

But the biggest beneficiaries have been middle-class families earning $40,000 to $100,000 
a year. They get the most tax benefits and often qualify for financial aid based on both need and 
merit. 
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