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BEOWULF B>.700 
Fyrst forð ʒewāt: flota wæs on ỹðum, 
 

bát under beorʒe. Beornas ʒearwe 

on stefn stiʒon: strēamas wundon, 
 

sund wið sande; secʒas bǣron 
 

on bearm nacan beorhte frætwe, 
 

ʒūðsearo ʒeatolic: ʒuman ut scufon, 
 

weras on wilsīð wudu bundenne. 

 

ʒewāt þā ofer wǣʒholm winde ʒefỹsed 
 

flota fāmiheals fuʒle ʒelīcost, 
 

oð þæt ymb āntīd oþres dōʒores 
 

wundenstefna ʒewaden hæfde, 
 

þæt ðā līðende land ʒesāwon, 
 

brimclifu blīcan, beorgas stēape, 
 

sīde sǣnæssas: þa wæs sundliden 
 

ēoledes æt ende. 
 

Anglo-Saxon Chronicles (Peterborough Chronicle) 1154 

 

Þer-efter com þe kinges dohter Henries þe hefde ben Emperice in Alamanie, 
and nu wæs cuntesse in Angou, and com to Lundene, and te Lundenissce folc hire 
wolde tæcen, and scæ fleh and forles þar micel. 

 

Þer-efter þe biscop of Wincestre Henri, þe kinges brother Stephnes, spac wid 
Rodbert eorl and wyd þemperice and suor heom athas ðæt he nevre ma mid te king 
his brother wolde halden; and cursede alle þe men þe mid him heoldon; and sæde 
heom ðæt he uuolde îîven heom up Wincestre; and dide heom cumen þider. 

 

William caxton Eneydos 1490 

 

And that comyn Englysshe that is spoken in one shyre varyeth from another 

in so moche that in my dayes happened that certayn marchauntes were in a ship in 

Tamyse for to have sayled over the see into Zelande. And for lacke of wynde thei 

taryed atte forlond; and wente to land for to refreshe them. And one of thaym, 

named Sheffelde, a mercer, came in to an hows and axed for mete, and specyally 

he axyd after eggys. And the goode wyf answerede that she coude speke no 

Frenshe. And the marchaunt was angry; for he also coude speke no Frenshe, but 

wolde have hadde egges; and she understode hym not. And thenne at laste a nother 

sayd that he wolde have eyren. Then the goode wyf sayd that she understod him 

wel. Loo, what sholde a man in thyse dayes now wryte: egges or eyren? 


